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1. Notice the repetition of “Bethlehem of Judea” in vv. 1, 5, 6. What does this location clarify and communicate about Jesus (especially in light of the genealogy in ch. 1)? How does geography play a unique role in our lives and context, as it does in this text? 

2. People have compared the Magi’s arrival to the Queen of Sheba visiting Solomon and praising God (1 Kings 10:1-13). How do such interruptions from foreigners and outsiders dismantle our stereotypes of who’s “in” and who’s “out”? 


(Consider other “outsiders” who punctuate the biblical narrative: Rahab in Joshua 2; Ruth 1:1-18; Naaman in 2 Kings 5; the Centurion in Matt. 8:5-13; the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-40. Also…consider the encounter with the non-Israelite diviner Balaam in Numbers 22-24! How does God stretch our assumptions in these stories? How do these encounters lead us to a more compassionate posture with those different from us?)


3. How do you feel about God communicating to the Magi through stars and dreams?  What familiar ways does God communicate with you? When have you heard the Spirit in an unexpected way? How does this widen your perspective of God’s presence and care?


4. How does the quotation in Matthew 2:6, from Micah 5:2,4, look back at Israel’s history and look forward to the coming Messiah? How is looking back and looking forward helpful as you seek to be fully present in the now of your journey?


5. When the chief priests and teachers of the law (i.e., the pastors and theologians) are confronted with the possibility of the Messiah being born in Matt.2:4-6—even revealing the prophecy—why don’t they pursue him?


6. As you consider your life journey: When have you been drawn near to a destination, only to realize you have farther to travel? When have you been more concerned about the destination rather than the journey God had you on? How did this impact you? When did you need another route “home” because of your discovery or change?

