
Message Reflection Questions 

CHALLENGED IDENTITY 
As preached on Sunday, January 18th                                               
  
 

          
Read: John 8:12-20 
 
 
1. Have you ever had the chance to meet someone famous and discovered they were very 

different than you imagined? Who was it? How did that feel? 
 
 
 
 

2. This week’s scripture finds the religious leaders continuing to question Jesus. They start by 
responding sarcastically when he says, “I’m going away.” What does Jesus mean when he says 
this? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is the significance of the leaders asking if Jesus intends to kill himself? 
 
 
 
 

4. In v.24 Jesus says, “You will indeed die in your sins.” What does that mean? Why does he say it 
to them? 

 
 
 
 

5. In v.25 the leaders ask Jesus, “Who are you?” Can you imagine his frustration? Would you say 
that he has been hiding his identity from them or seeking to reveal it? 

 
 
 
 

6. Jesus says to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he.” 
What are the two meanings of “lifted up”? How will being lifted up reveal Jesus’ identity? 

 
 
 
 

7. In v.30 we’re told that many put their faith in Jesus after his teaching. Why do you suppose 
some struggled so much to receive what he was offering and others readily believed? In what 
ways do people respond the same today?  


